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PART II. Coxcmjdzd.
Carriston began to question me, but

Brand stopped him. "You promised I
should make inquiries iirst," he said.
"Then he turned to me:

"Look here, lt.ehard" when he calls
me Richard I know he is fearfully in
earnest "I believe you have brought
us down on a fool's errand; but let us
go to tome place where we can talk to-

gether for a iew minutes.
I led them ncros? the road to the Rail- -

way Inn. We entered a room, and hav-
ing, for the .sake of appearances, or-
dered a lit.le light refreshment, told the
waiter to .shut the door from the out-
side. Brand settled down with the air
of a cross-e.::m:nin- g counsel. I ex-

pected to h.m pull out a New Testa-
ment and putnie ou 1113' oath.

Now, Richard," ho said, "before
we go furthr-- r I want to know your
reasons for th:ul:in; this man, about
whom telegranhed, is Carriston' s
man, as you call mm.

"Kea-ou- -! Why, of course he is the
"man. Carriston gave me his photo-
graph. 1 lie likeness is indisputable
leaving the finger-joi- nt out of the ques-
tion."

Here Carriston looked at my cross-examin- er

triumphantly. The meaning
of th:.t look I have never to this hour
unilers'ootl. Rut I laughed, because I
knew old Rrand had for once made a
mistake, and was going to be called to
account for it Carriston was about
to speak, but the doctor waed him
aside.

"Now, Richard, think very carcfid-ly- .
You speak of the missing linger--'

joint. We doctors know how many
people persuade themselves into all
sorts of things. Tell me, did you no-
tice the likeness before you saw the
mutilated linger, or did tbe fact of the
finger's being mutilated bring the like-
ness to 3'our mind?"

"Bless the man!" I said; "one would
think I had no ej-c- 1 tell 3011 there is
no doubt about this man being the
original of the photo."

"Never mind answer my question."
"Well, then, J am ashamed to con-

fess it, but I put the photo iu my pock-
et, and forgot all about it until f had
recognized the man, and pulled out the
likeness to make sure. 1 didn't even
know there was a printed description at
the foot, nor that any member was
wanting. Confound it. Brand! I'm not
Mich a duffer :is think "

1'rand d'd not retaliate. He turned
to his friend and j:iid, gravely: "To
me the matter is inexplicable. Take
your own course, as 1 promised 3011
hhould." Then he sat down, look'ng
dclicionsly ciest-falle- n, and wearing the
discontented expression always natural
to him when worsted in argument

It was now Carriston's turn. He
plied me with many questions, in fact,
J gave him the whole history" of my ad-
venture.

" What kind of house is it?" he
--asked.

"Better than a cottage scarcely a
farm-hous- e. A place, 1 should think,
with a few miserable acres of cad land
belonging to it One of those wretched
little holdings which are slnmly curses
to tho country."

lie made lots of other inquiries, the
purport of which I could not then di-

vine. He seemed greatly impressed
when 1 told h:m that the. man had nev-
er for a moment left me alone. He shot
a second glance of triumph at Brand,
who still kept silent, and looked as if
nil the wind had been taken out of his
sails.

" How far is the place?" asked Carris-
ton. " Could vou drive me there after
dark?"

At this question the doctor returned
to life. " What do 3011 mean to do?"
he asked his friend. " Let us have no
nonsense. Even now I feel .sure that
Fenton is misled b3 some chance re-
semblance "

"Deuce a bit, old chap," I said.
"Well, whether or not, we neeun t

do foolish things. We must go and
swear information, and get a search-warran- t,

and the assistance of the po-
lice. The truth is, Richard," he con-
tinued, turning to me, "no have reason
to believe, or I should say Carriston
persists in fancying, that a friend of his
has for some time been kept in durance
by the man whom 3011 say 3 ou recog-
nized."

"Likely enough," I said. "He
looked villain enough for nothing up
to murder."

'Anyway,1' said Brand, "we must
do everything according to law."

"Law! I want no law,' answered
Carriston. "I have found her, as I
knew I should tin 1 her. 1 shall siniply
fetch her, and at once. You can come
with mc or stay here, as like, doc-
tor; but I am afraid Iniu-- t trouble your
'riend to drive me somewhere near the
place he speaks of."

Foreseeing an adventure and great
fun moreover, not unmore-- l b3
thoughts of revenge I pla-'- c I myself
entirely at Carriston's disposal. He
expressed his gratitude, and suagested
that we should start at once. In a few
minutes we were readj. and mounted
the dog-ca- rt Brand, after grumbling
loudly at the whole proceeding, fin-

ished up by following us, and installing
himself in the back scat Carriston
placed a parcel ho carried inside the
cart, and away we went.

It was nownearly dark, and raining
cats and dogs. I had my lamps lighted,
so we got along without much difficulty.
The rouds were deep with raud;but by
this time the snow had been pretty
nearby washed away from everywhere.
I don't make a mistake in a road twice,
so in due course we reached the scene
of my upset Hero I drew ifp.

"The house lies about five hundred
yards up the lane," I told Carriston;
"we had better get out here."

"What about the horse?" asked
Brand.

"No chance of any one passing this
way on such a night as' this, so let us
put out the lamps and tie him up some-whore- ."

We did so; then struggled on afoot
until we saw the gleam of light which
had been so welcomed by me two nights
before.

It was just about as dark as pitch;
but, guided by the light, wo went on
until we stood in front of the house,
where a turf bank and a dry hedge hid

SiS&lh on such a niijlit- presence being
discovered.

"What do you mean to do now?"
asked Brand, in a discontented whisper.
"You can't brca'c into the house."

, Carriston said nciulng for a minute;
then 1 felt him nlaee his hand on mv

! shoulder.
"Are there any horses, any cows,

about the place?" he asked.
I told him I thought that my surly

friend rejoiced in the possession of a
horse and a cow.

"Very welL Then we must wait
He'll come out to see to them before ho
goes to bed," said Carriston, as decided-
ly a a General giving orders just before
a battle.

1 could not see how Brand expressed
his feelings upon hearing; this ordei:
from our commander 1 know 1

shrugged my shoulders, and if I said
nothing. I thought a deal. The present
situation was allvery well for a strongly
interested party like Carriston, but he
could scarcely expect others to relish
the prospect of waiting, it might be for
hours, under that comfortless hedre.
We were all wet to the skin, and al-

though I was extremely anxious to see
the end of the expedition, and find
poetical justice meted out to my late
host, Carriston's Fabian tactics lacked
the excitement 1 longed for. Brand, in
spite of his disapproval of the wh,ole
course of a' tion, was better off than I
was. As a doctor, he mnst have felt
sure that, provided he could survive the
exposure, be would secure two fresh
paJents. However, we made no pro-
test, but waited for events to develop
themselves.

IV.
iforc than half an hour went by. I

was growing numbed and tired, and
beginning to think that we . ere mak-
ing asses of ourselves, when I heard the
rattle of a chain, and felt Carriston give
1113-

- arm a warning touch. No doubt
1113 late host had made sure that his
new door-fastenin- gs were, equal to a
stronger test than that to which 1 had
subjected the former ones; so we were
wise in not attempting to carry his
castle In force.

The tloor opened, and closed again.
I saw the feeble glimmer of a lantern
moving toward the out-hous- e in which
ury horse had been stabled. 1 heard a
slight rustling in the hedge, and. stretch-
ing out my arm. found-th-

at
Carriston

had left my side. In the absence of
any command from him, I did not fol-
low, but resumed the old occupation
waiting.

In a few minutes the light of the
lantern reappeared; the bearer stood
on the threshold of the. house, while I
yvondered what Carriston yvas doing.
Ju-- t as the door yvas opened for the
boor's a dark figure
sprang upon him! I heard a fierce oath
and cry of surprise; then the lantern
flew out of the nnin's hand, and he and
his assailant tumbled struggling
through the narroyv doorway!

"lluirah! the door is won, an3yva3!"
I shouted, as, folloyved closely" by the
doctor, I jumped over the hedge and
rushed to the scene of the. fray.

Although Carriston's well-conceiv- ed

attack yvas so vigorous and unexpected
that the man yvent doyvn under it; al-

though our leader utilised the advantage
he had gained in a proper and laudable
manner, by bumping that thick bullet
head as violently as he could against
the flags ou yvh ch it Ia3r; I doubt if,
after all, he could have done his work
alone. The countiyman yvas a muscu-
lar brute and Cairistou but a stripling.
Iloyvever, our arrival speedily settled
the question.

"Bind him!" panted Carriston;
"There is cord in niy pocket" He ap-
peared to have come quite prepared for
contingencies. While Carriston still
embraced his prostrate foe, and Brand,
to facilitate matters, knelt on his shoul
ders, sat ou his head, or did something
else useful, I dreyv out from the first
pocket I tried a nice length of half-inc- h

line, and had the immense
of trussing up my scoyvling friend in a
most yvorkmanlike manner. He must
have felt those turns on his wiists for
days afterward. Yet when yve yvere at
last at liberty to rise and leave him ty-

ing helpless on the kitchen floor. I con-
sider I exercised great self-deni- al in not
bestoyving a few kicks upon him. as he
syvore at us in hi-- - broadest vernacular
in a way which, under the circum
stances, yvas no doubt a great comfort
to him.

For some moments, while recovering
his breath. Carriston stood and posi-
tively glared at his prostrate foe. At
last he found words.

' Where is she? Where is the key-- ,

hound?'' he thundered out, stoop-
ing over the felloyv, and shaking him
yvith a violence which did nry heart
good. As he received no answer save
the unrccordablo expressions above-mentione- d,

yve unbuttoned the wretch's
pockets, and searched those greasy re-

ceptacles. Among the usual litter yve

did certainly find a key. Carriston
snatched at it, .and shouting Made-
line! Madeline! I come!" rushed out
of the room like a maniac, leaving
Brand ami me to keep guard over our
prisoners.

I filled a pipe, lit it, and then came
back to my fallen foe.

" I say, old chap," I said, stirring
him gently yvith the toe of my boot,
" this will be a lesson to you. Remem-
ber, I told 3011 that civility costs noth-
ing. If 3'ou had given mc Christian
bed accommodation instead of making
me wear out 1113 poor boues ou that in-

fernal chair, 3011 could have jogged
along in 3our rascality-- quite comfort-
ably', so far as I am conco-ncd.- "

He yvas ver3 ungrateful so much so
that my desire to kick him yvas intca- -

, , ,? .1 T 1 i1?l 1 I

suiuu. 1 suouiu no mm 10 swear 1 ma
not to a slight degree yield to the
temptation.

" Push a handkerchief in his
mouth." cried Brand, suddenly. " A
lady is coming."

With a right good will I did as the
doctor suggested.

Just then Carriston returned. I don't
want to raise home tempests, yet I
must say he was accompanied by the
most beautiful creature my eyes had
ever lighted upon. True, she yvas pale
as a lily looked thin and delicate, and
her face lre traces of anxiety and suf-
fering, but for all that she was beaut-
ifultoo beautiful for this world, I
thought, as I looked at her. She yvas
clinging in a half-frightene-d, half-confidi-

yvaj to Carriston. and he happ3'
felloyv! regardless of our presence,
was showering down kisses on her
sweet pale face. Confound it! I grow
quite roirantic as I recall the sight of
those lovers.

A most curious young man, that Car-
riston! He came to us, the lovely girl
on his arm, without showing a trace of
his recent excitement

"Let us go now," he said, as calmly
as if he had been taking a quiet even-
ing drive. Then he turned to me.

"Do you think, Mr. Fenton, yon
could without much trouble get the
dog-ca- rt up to the house?"

I said 1 would try to do so.
"But what about these people?"

asked Brand.

Carriston cave them a coniemimoua
glance. 'Leave them alone," In stud.

Thcv are but the tools of another.
Him I can not touch. Let us go."

"Yes, yes. But yvhy not verify your
suspicions while vou can?"

Just like Brand! He's always W3nt-in- g

to verify everything.
In searching for the key yve had

found some papers on our prisoner.
Brand examined them, and handed 10
Carriston an envelope yvhich contained
what looked like bank-note- s.

Carriston glanced at it "The hand-
writing is, of course, disrruiscd." ho
said, carelessly, "but the postmark
shows yvhence it came, It is as I al--
ways told you. You with mo
now?"

"I am afraid I must," said Brand,
humbly. "But yve must do something
about this man," he continued.

Hereupon Carriston turned to onr
prisoner. "Listen, you villain," he
said. "I will let go e if
3011 breathe no yvord of this to
employer for the next fortnight. If he
learns from you what has happened be-

fore that time, 1 syvear 3011 shall go to
penal servitude. Which do vou
choose?"

I pulled out the gag. and it is need-
less to sa3 yvhich Uie felloyv chose.

Then I went off, and recovered the
horse and cart I relightci the lamps,
and yvith some difficulty got the dog-
cart up to the house. Carriston must
have exactly anticipated tiie events of
the night The parcel he had brought
yvith him contained a bonnet am! a
thick, cloth cloak: his beautiful
friend yvas equipped yvilh these. Then
leaving the yvomau of the hoiise to un-
tie her husband at her leisure and
pleasure, away yve started, the doctor
sitling b3 me; ( arriston and the lady
behind.

We just managed to catch the last
train from C Not feeling e as
to yvhat form inquiries might take

I thought it better to go up
toyvn yvith IU3 friends, so, as yve pn.sseJ
through Midcombc, I slopped, paid my
bill and gave instructions lor ruy lug-
gage to be for.varded to me. hy sW
o'clock the next morning yve were all
in London.

VIU BRAND IN CONCLUSION".

When I asked Dick Fenton to relate
his experiences I did not mean him to
do so at such length. But there, us he
has yvrittcn it, and as yvnting is not a
labor of love yvith him, ler it go.

When Madeline Royvan found the
bed, by the side of yvhich she had
throyvn herself in an ecstasy of grief,
untenanted, she kneyy in a moment that
she yvas the victim of a deep-lai-d plot.
Being ignorant of Carriston's true posi-
tion m the world, she could conce.ve
no reason for the elaborate scheme
yvhich had been devised to lure her so
mau3 miles from her home, and make
a prisoner of her.

A prisoner she yvas. Not only was
the door locked upon her, but a slip of
paper la3 on the bed! It bore these
yvords: "No harm is meant you, and in
due time will be released. Ask no
questions, make no foolish attempts at
escape, and 3011 yvill be yve'.l treated."

Upon reading this the girl's liist
thought yvas one of thankfulness. She
sayv at once that the repotted accident
to her lover yvas but an invention. The
probabilities yvere that Carrifton was
alive, aud in his usual health. Noyv
that she felt certain of this, she could
bear anything.

From the day on which she entered
that room to that on yvhich yve leseued
her. Madeline yvas, to all intents and
purposes, as close a prisoner in that
lonely house on the hill-sid- e in sho
might have been in the deepest duug'ou
in the yvorid. Threats, entreat1"?,
promises of bribes, availed nothing.
She. yvas not unkindly treated that is,
suffered no absolute ill usage. Books,
materials for needle yvork and other
little aids to yvhile ayvay time yvere sup-
plied. But the 011I3- - living creatines
she sayv yvere the yvomau 01 the house,
yvho attended to her yvants, and, on one
or tyvo occasions, the man yvhom Car-
riston asserted he had seen in histrauce.
She had suffered from thcclo-- e confine-
ment, but had always ielt cert am that
sooner or later her lover would find her.
and effect her deliverance. Noyv that
she kneyv he yvas alive, she could not
be unhapp).

Carriston and Madeline yvere married
at the earliest possible moment, and
left England immediately after the cere-
mony. A week after their departure,
by Carriston's request, 1 forwarded t.ie
envelope found upon our prisoner to
;ur. I'alpn Carriston. nn it l sent a
feyy lines stating yvherc and under yvhat
peculiar circumstances yve had become
possessed of it 1 never received any
reply to nry communication, so, wisd
and improbable as it seems, I am bonnd
to believe that Charles Carriston's sur-
mise was right that Madeline yvas de-
coyed ayvay and concealed, not f.om
an3' ill yvill toyvard herself, but yvith a
vieyy to the possible baneful effect yvhich
her mysterious disappearance might
yvork upon her lover's strange and ex-
citable organization; and 1 firmly be-

lieve that had he not in some inexplica-
ble yva3 been firmly convinced that she
yvas alive and faithful to him, the plot
yvould have been a thorough success,
aud Charles Carnston would have spent
the rest of his days in an asylum.

Both ir Charles he succeeded to his
title shortly after his marriage and
Lady' Carriston are now dead, or I
should not have ventured to relate these
things concerning them. They had
twelve --yesi 3 of happiness. If measured
by-- time, the period yvas but a short one:
but I feel sure that in it they enjo3-e-d

more true happiness than 111:1113 others
find in the course of a protract d life. In
'.vorJ, thought and deed they yvere as
one. She died in Rome of fever; and
her husband, without, so far as I knoyy,
airy particular complaint, simply' fol-
loyved her

I yvas always honored with their sin-cer- st

friendship, and Sir Charles left
me sole trustee and guardian to his threo
sons; so there are noyv plenty of lives
betyveeu Ralph Carriston and his desire.
I am pleased to say that the boys, yvho
are as dear to me as my oyyn children,
as 3-- snow no evidence ot
anv gifts beyond Nature.

I knoyv that my having made tin?
story public will cause tyvo sets of ob-
jectors to fall equally foul of me the
matter-of-fa-ct prosaic man who yvill 6ay
that the abduction and subsequent im-
prisonment of Madeline Rowan was an
absurd impossibility, and the scientific
man, like mysclt who can not, dare
not, believe tliat Charles Carriston, from
cither memory or imagination, could
draw a face and describe peculiarities
b3' which a certain man could be iden-
tified. I am far from saying there may
not be a simple, natural explanation of
the puzzle, but I, for one, have failed to
find it, so close this tale as I began it,
by saying I am a narrator, and nothing
more.

the end.

It matters not how selfish a man
may be, there is something in him
which tells him the selfishness he sees
in others is contemptible. Exchange.
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T. 5, BMTOI, Prap'r-- ,

Respectfully invites the citizens of Abi-
lene to his Bakery, at the old Keller
stand, en Third street, where he has
zonstaatlj a supply of the best

FKESil BREAD,
CAEES,

COOKIES,
CADDIES,

PIES,
OYSTERS, &c.

to he found in the city. Special orders
ror nnythinr in my line promptly at-
tended to on short notice.

Respectfully,

3, BBBT8S.

MEW PAiftT SHOP
Over Coino Lazurc's New Shop.

Tho undersigned Is now prepared to do al
kinds

Carriage, Sign & Window Shaft
Paintln-- f in first claps style. None butthe best Taints and Varnishes used.

LONG & WILSON.

W. P. SEEBS,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,

STASIBACUH, IICKD & DEWEY,

TTQRP3EYS AT LAW,
ui3rij-c-a?ir-i-- TvTr--3-vzs- .

.7. E. BoN'E-n.iKE,Pre- Theo. MosnnR,Cash.

FISST NATIONAL BANK,
035--- J Hi I Jfc.

Capital, $75,000. Surplus. $15,000.

AB1L! U Kb
C E. LEEOLD. J. M. FISUEK. J. E. HEHBST;

1'reprli ton.
E. A. HEltSSr, CasMer.

Our indivlihikl liability Is not limited, asla th
case with stockholders of incorporated banks.

LEBOLD, FISHER & CO., Bankers.

THOMAS MSBY,

mm, mm.
TRANSACTS A

GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS

Gives Especial AUeuiion to Collections

Buys and Sells Forefjjii and Do- -

mcatic ICxcbaiigc.

Negotiates Mortgage Loans
37-.A-

J1 business promptly attendoJ to. lj

M. L. POTTER,

n ITS! Hflt-l-i
rr,'-- .j as Ids

W00B8ISE P. 0., KANSAS.

"Will cry pales of all kinds at reasonably
rates. Satisfaction guaranteed or no pay.

cTvvnilGOETTi

AUCTIONEER.
All sale1-- promptly attended to and eattefco

tion guaranteed. Post-offic- e address.
--nr p --resas.

F. B. WILSON. W. W. WILSON.

f, e. wELseii a m,

TOR TIIE COUNTIES OF

Dickinson, Russell, Lincoln, Ottawa

and Horns.

LMDS FR03I U TO $10 PER ACRE

Also Insurance Agents

For tiie Best Companies.

GO TO THE

REFLECTOR OFFICE

-r-oR-

Lcttcr leads, Envelopes, Bill Heads,

Statements, Cards, Wedding In-

vitations, Pamphlets,

s,Etc

FIRST-CLAS- S WORK,

AN- D-

Prices as Low as tlio Lowest

CO TO THE

fesieniiiBNiBery
4K Miles North of

For your Frnlt and Ornamental Trees, com
Eistmg' of the folio-rin- g- kinds of Trees, Vines,
etc. Apples. Peach, Pears, Plum-- u --

3ssrry-Qulnce,

Apricots, Crab Apples, Juneberries.
RaspDerries. BlackhKries, Strawberries. Cur-
rant-, Goosrbemes, Pie Plant, and afl kinds
of Sbad Tr-- e and Flowering' Shrubs, Ere--
treens. Creepers. Climbing- - Tines, cto. Early
Illinois Potatoes, two weeks earlier than the
Early Rose or Early Vermont; cooks dry asd
mealy; can use them when only half grewa
I will guarantee ootatoes large enough to bm
tn six weeks from time of planting.

If yon seed anything ia the abore line ytuB
Trfil tare money by calling on or addressing

E. EICHOLTZ, Detroit, Kafr

ABILENE

WMMl

Incorporated

SEPTEMBER 30, 1885.

Cash CaM 5010.

J. E.BONEDRAKE, President.

mm BLEMS, Vice-Preside-

THEO. MOSHER, Scc'y & Treas.

DIEECTOES :

J. S. DRAKE,
M. C. OETON,

J. E. BONEBItAKE,

NATHAN BLEYINS,

THEO. MOSHER.

Ef

ha a

IsJLHilUj b

Being aware of the annoyance,
and sometimcsloss to borrowers,
by having to wait weeks and
sometimes months for money, wo
have organized a company with
sufficient cash capital to enablo
us to cash mortgages as soon as
the papers .are executed, and as
we pass upon all loans here in-
stead of having to send them
East to be approved, we can com-
plete a loan and pay over tho
money in less than half the time
usually taken.

MONET

A SPECIALTY.

GIVE US A CALL.

ABILENE

MS1EIT
COMPANY,

Office, Rear first national Bank

ft Kuas Fn Mrtie ft
ABILENE, KANSAS,

Is now located in its new office, corner Second and Third
Streets and Bnckeye Atcboc, asd with greater facilities
than erer, is prepared to transect bosinoes in its line to
the entire satisfaction of its patrons. It is prepared to

NEaOTIA TE xLOANS
And has unlimited resources. Good scenrity is all that is
required to secure money at rates which arc adTaatageous
in all respects.

Insurance Men anil Abstracts C015M
ON SHORT NOTICE.

A large list of desirable farms for sale. Also raw lands.
Some bargains are offered. You can purchaso a farm
through them on very fayorable terms.

W. G. COLES, President.
G. TT. CARPENTER, Secretary

BARGAINS

BARGAINS.

BARGAINS

BARGAINS.

BARGAINS.

BARGAINS.

BARGAINS

IF YOU ME 0

-- GALL ON--

Corner Third and Buckeye, for

XjiTTI:

LI lair,

I. S.

v J it
it '( r-

f Jli

Ifyou want to buy a
good pair of Boots or
Shoes, now is the time.

t. G. MERIT
Sever offered sueli great

bargains before.

0INO T0 CHILD

F. L.

TO 21. NICOLA!)

KANSAS- -

Laft BMs,

SHINGLES, LATHS,

DOOES, BLINDS, SASHES,

MOULDINGS, FENCE POSTS.

Plaster and OasieoLBest m,
HALLAPA.

(SUCCESSORS

ABILENE,

IN

Lifer, SMiles,

;siOfti.

PARKER.

Doors,

DEALERS

MOULDING, LIME, PLASTER,

HUB, CEMENT, SUILDING BRICK, 001L, Ml

YOUR PATRONAGE SOLICITED.


